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9 July 2003. 

Dear Ms. Girard 

Re: Timiskaminp Fust Nation Land Rights and Aneli ‘ers P ~ O D O S ~ .  

It has been over a month since we presented our concems to your Commission at Angliers and 1 
feel it is important to follow up on these issues now. While 1 M y  appreciate that you were not in 
a position to substantively respond to al1 of our concenis at the hearing, it is imperative that these 
issues be addressed before th is  project moves to the next stage. 

As was stated during our presentation, the government of Quebec’s legal duty to w d t  with 
af€ecteù First Nations was not fdfïüed by the one day BAPE hearing at Angliers. While we have 
no complaints with an open public forum, we cannot allow our nghts to simply be regarded as 
one of many interest groups vying for time at a public session. Throughout this process we have 
asked for the govanment of Quebec to provide a formai through which OUT nghts and inter& 
will be addressed in a satisfactory manner. ünforhinately, OUT requests have been contindy 
overiooked or pushed to the sideiines. This is unacceptable. 

I recognïze that the BAPE Commission doesïîofïiavëfhe aufhorîîy to negotiafeland issues on 
behalf of the Goverrunent of Quebec. However, as a body set up to look into the Angliers hydro 
development issue, it falls to your Commission to iay out a paîh by which our Mo peoples can 
waik towards reconciliation. This should include adequaîe consideration and shidy of the 
relevant issues, which include our iights and intemsts. 

Timiskaming F i t  Nation holds unextinguished Abon@ title to the lands in question. Your 
Commission has been briefed on the obligations of the Crown in dealing with in6ringements of 
Abonginal Title. We fXiy expect these obligations to be met, and we are not satisfied that 
B.A.P.E. has taken adquate steps to meet its responsibilities in this regard. 
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