






March 12,2005 
Lennoxville, Province o f  Quebec, Canada 

To: ,Mr. Georges W. Bush, President ofthe United States of America. 

From: Gaétan Bégin, citizen of America and Algonquin descendant 

Re: Expansion of the landfill located in Coventry, State of Vermont, in the immediate 
vicinity of Lake Mcmphrémagog, a water surface shared with the Province of Québec, 
Canada. 

Following the discussions about the expansion project of the Coventry landfill, the three 
differenl levels of government (federal, provincial, and municipal) have heen inefficient in taking 
a decision. Al1 they promised are protection measures which would not even protect one of the 
nicest lakes in North America in the event of an earthquake for example. In addition, the Lake 
Memphrémagog i s  an important source of clean water that supplies a major portion of thc 
population o f  the Eastern Townships region of Province of Québec, Canada, where my family 
and 1 live. 1 helieve that enough mistreatments have occurred in the past and that it is time to stop 
destroying that lake. 

1 have not attended school for a long time, but 1 still remember that destroying the 
environment leads to the destruction of the human race. 

As a concerned citizen, 1 am willing to share the water with my neighbors, my Amcrican 
neighbors who are also my hrothers and sisters: 
1 have îïve hrothers and one sister who live in Daytona Beach. 
1 have one sister who lives in Ocala, Florida. 
1 have one brother Who lives in Rochester, New Hampshire. 
1 have one sister who lives in Dons, Massachusetts. 

1 will never accept that, for financial henefits, some individuals have unethical and 
illogical hehaviors. 

1 would tïnd the situation very heartbreaking if, between neighbors, we would simply 
look at the short-tenn and disregard the long-term, and forget about, 1 think, the inost important 
word: RESPECT. 

1 think that this issue is also a question of international image. The other countries will not 
understand how can North Americans do not respect each other and cannot come up with some 
respectable decision about sueh an important issue. 

1 would be very disappointed, Mr. President, if one day, rny Amcrican neighbors, brothers . . .  1 .  . 1 .  ... I.. I - I r . .  ,..., , l , . ~ + * : . > , . + L a m o n i i  



We, Algonquin descendants, do not understand that a iandfill is located at the watershed 
of a lake that has appeared by the force of the nature millions of years ago and which has been 
cnjoyed by the two countries. 

1 remember an ex- and very great Prcsident of the United States of America saying: “Do 
not ask your govemment what it can do Cor you, ask yourself what you can do for your 
governrncnt”. 

This is for this reason that 1 am writing to you today; I think that ail citizens of North 
America should be equally respected. This is for the good and interest of the fiiture generations to 
come. Together, we should provide to the future generations Our most valuable resource: water. 

1 have a lot of confidence, Mr. President, that you will do your best to prevent the 
expansion of the landfill in order to protect ouï great iake. 

The Past does not equal theFuture. 

1 thank you in advance, 

From a citizen who does not want bis grand-children to be deprived of fresh water in the future. 

Please accept my more sincere salutations to your family, especially to your father for 
whom l always had the greatest respect and admiration, 

An answer prior to April26,2005 would be extremely valued. 

Gaétan Bégin 

1 ha%e iricludcd a copy of thc State of Vermont District Environmental Commission $7 


