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projet d'établissement dun lieu 
d'enfouissement technique à Danford Lake 
Mieyn-et-Cawood 621 2-034 12 

William Commanda - Address at the Public Consultation regarding the 
Danford Mega-Dump Project - June 13,2007 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my thoughts about the 
proposed dump project. 

First, by way of introduction, may 1 Say 1 am William Commanda, ninety 
three year old Algonquin Elder from Kitigan Zibi, Quebec. My ancestors 
resided at the Lake of Two Mountains, and the Ottawa River Watershed is 
the traditional territory of my ancestors from time immemorial. 1 have a 
passionate interest in the plight of Mother E h ,  and in particular in the 
stewardship of the Ottawa River Watershed. 1 currently serve as Honorary 
Chair of the Ottawa River Heritage Designation Committee, and 1 have tried, 
thus far without success, to engage the Province of Quebec in this effort. 1 
also work to promote cross cultural understanding, racial harmony and peace 
building, through the Circle of Al1 Nations - a global eco-community united 
by values of respect for Mother Earth and Racial Harmony. 

In recognition of my efforts, in 2005, 1 was awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
Degree by the University of Ottawa. In 2006,I was presented with both the 
Key to the Capital City by the Mayor of Ottawa, a special honour for 
someone Who resides in Quebec, and a International Peace Day Award by 
the Mayor of Montreal, which together constitute a recognition and 
acknowledgement of my commitment to the Ottawa River Watershed. 

The following is a list of activities 1 have personally been engaged with in 
terrns of my environmental work: 

Chronology of Key Activities in Support of Mother Earth 

1945 - 
1967 - 

1967 - 
1987 - 
1991 - 
1992 - 
1993 - 
1995 - 

Precursor - Hopi/lndigenous Petition to the UN 
First Gathering focused on Mother Earth and Peace - at 
Eganville, Ont 
Gathering of Nations in Maniwaki re: Indigenous Wisdom 
Presentation of Wampum Belts at Constitutional Talks 
Pipe Ceremony at Pre Rio Preparations in France 
Message to Earth Summit in Rio - Agenda 21 
Cry of the Earth Conference at UN 
Spiritual Guide of the Sunbow Five Walk for Mother Earth 
(across the continent) 
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1996 - 

2004 - 
2004 - 
2006 - 
2006 - WaterLife Workshop 
Annual Circle of Al1 Nations Gatherings Promote Environmental 
Stewardship - 2004 - Focus on Water 
Annual Gathering of Nations Pipe Ceremonies at Victoria Island 

Release of the Report of the RCAP - When 1 raised concems 
about the condition of the Ottawa River 
Honorary Elder - Boreal Rendezvous 
Heritage Rivers Bill Mason Conservation Award 
Honorary Chair - Ottawa Heritage River Designation 

Thus you will note that over the past twenty years, my concem over 
environmental issues have been a major preoccupation. In 1987, when 1 
presented OUT sacred Wampum Belts in public at the constitutional debate, 
Quebec absented herself from the discussion; 1 pointed out that, with the 
denigration and exclusion of the values and practices of the indigenous 
peoples in the development of this country, the desecration of the soil, 
waters and air, the depletion of trees, plants and animals, and the subsequent 
impact on Our lives has been profound, and required immediate remedial 
action. However, the voice of indigenous peoples remains marginalized in 
discussions about the environment, and to many of us it is no wonder that we 
are now in a global crisis around pollution, green house gas emissions, 
global warming, unprecedented climate change and upheaval. Our lives are 
being transformed irrevocably, and it will take profound collective 
commitment, wiil and cooperation to leave a healthy world to Our children. 

Indigenous peoples always walked gently on Mother Earth, consistent with 
the Laws of Nature, always preparing for the seventh generation. Depatîure 
from this guiding principle through decades of environmental exploitation 
and abuse has resulted in long term, sometimes irreversible, damage to the 
Earth, that future generations will have to bear the burden of. 

In my own reserve, a îrench dump was established, 1 believe in the eighties, 
and even the City of Maniwaki dumped their refuse here; 1 recall seeing 
countless refrigerators and stoves, washers and dryers there. Then the 
hospital called and warned us not to drink Our water. Today, and over the 
past decade, we do not drink the water on my reserve; water is trucked in 
bottles; a short while ago, we took pride in honouring the 22 lakes in Our 
territoy; today, the water is unsafe, there are more people dying of cancer 
and other diseases, and in my own family, three children are fighting cancer, 
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and my great, great grandson has one kidney. You know that problems with 
water are no longer limited to reserves. 

In November 2006,I organized a special Water Life Workshop to encourage 
more attention to the continued desecration of the precious essential of life - 
water. In this past year alone, we have begun to awaken to the hazards 
posed to the Ottawa River, the sacred river of my peoples, by a range of 
conditions: green algae, chemical contaminant expelled into the Ottawa 
River around Pembrook, the sulphuric acid spi11 outside North Bay, dead 
fish near Arnprior, bacteria and pollution in the river, and threat of uranium 
mining on the Missisippi. A few weeks ago, 1 took photos of fish rotting on 
the Gatineau River. Even today, there are reports of people in hospital with 
skin inflammations having immersed in the Ottawa River. 

1 have also added iny voice to the effort to designate the American Eel a 
species at risk. 1 attach my comments here for your information: 

1 wish to add my name to the list of people petitioning €or the 
designation of the American Eel as a Species at Risk. 

1 am a 93 year old Algonquin of the Ottawa River Watershed, and 1 
currently also serve as Honorary Chair on the Ottawa River Heritage 
Designation Committee. 1 have been deeply concerned with the 
devastating transformation of this watershed and areas beyond 
throughout the course of my lifetime, and 1 have been increasingly 
actively engaged in efforts to promote respect for Mother Earth and 
ail that inhabit her, over the past twenty years. This effort was in part 
recognized by the Canadian Heritage Rivers System, when, in 2004, 1 
was presented with the Bill Mason Conservation Award. 

Over the past ten years, 1 have also been involved in developing an 
integrated vision for an international environmentally focussed 
healing and peace building centre at the sacred meeting place of my 
ancestors, Asinabka, site of the Chaudière Falls in Ottawa, a centre to 
advance respect €or Mother Earth, Indigenous Peoples and al1 others, 
and in my mind, these are interrelated matters of grave concern for the 
world. Last November, 1 organized a Water Life Workshop, in part to 
advance this effort, but also to encourage better stewardship o f  the 
Ottawa River. This led me to an effort to dissuade Donitar Inc. from 
expanding the Hydro Electric Plant at the Chaudière Falls. Amongst 
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other concerns, 1 have been upset by evidence of the destructive 
impact of turbines on eels in some graphic photographs. 

1 believe it is of crucial importance that we al1 reexamine our invasive 
and destructive relationship with Mother Earth and al1 her creatures, 
and many are beginning to hear this cry. Every day, it seems we hear 
of the desperate state of yet another species, and the current focus on 
sharks highlights the interrelated ramifications of the destruction of 
individual species. 

At this point 1 am raising my voice conceming the plight of the 
American Eel. The eel has been of spiritual, nutritional and material 
importance to the Indigenous Peoples of the eastern seaboard, and to 
my ancestors of the Ottawa River Watershed, since time immemorial, 
bas played a role in the Donald Marshall Junior struggle for the 
recognition of indigenous fishing rights, and 1 believe eel spirit is 
intrinsic to the sacred Seven Fire Prophecy Wampum Belt that 1 have 
carried for the people for over thirty six years. It is this prophecy that 
tells us that humanity is now at a cross roads, and that we need to 
regenerate Our relationship with Mother Earth and each other, and it is 
a message 1 delivered at the December 2006 Minster’s Round Table 
on Species at Risk; a short few months later, we al1 aleri to the issues 
of global environmental and human crisis. 

The voice of Mother Nature is speaking loudly and urgently, and today, 
1 add my voice to those of the many wishing to halt the development of 
the proposed major engineered landfill, because of the threat it poses to 
the lakes and rivers in the vicinity of Danford, and to the Ottawa River 
Watershed. AI1 modern studies alert us to these dangers to the earth 
and water table. 

This is a crucial time in Our country’s and in global history, when we must 
urgently explore new an innovative and comprehensive options to address 
the challenges presented by a modem, post industrialized, urbanized world, 
and we must be guided by a principle of economics enunciated by friend 
Ann Pennington - “Net Global Planetary Benefit”. We have to understand 
and address the interrelatedness of issues. 

It seems clear that two new technologies offer new options for waste 
management - Incineration and Plasma Gasification, and both are 
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possible answers to respond to the new environmental laws and needs. 
Both incorporate economic incentivedbenefits, and minimize negative 
environmental impact. 

1 would also like to add that i take a special vision from Quebec to the 
Capital City for the Sacred Chaudiére Site - a vision for spiritual 
reconciliation with Mother Earth, by undamming the Chaudiére Dam and 
planting trees on Chaudiére Island; and for enshrining the heritage and 
history of the area, in both an international indigenous healing and peace- 
building centre, and a historic site that will celebrate the meeting of the three 
cultures of the Aboriginal, French and Engiish and the subsequent 
development of Canada. 

Now 1 see that heat generated by the Incineration and Plasma 
Gasification options can replace the hydro dams, and move us towards a 
more harmonious relationship with Mother Earth, and contribute to a 
significant portion of this vision. 1 attach a bilingual note on this vision. 

i pray you will be moved to join me and others in this effort to hold 
constructive dialogue and advance harmonious exchange of ideas, so that we 
can come together making Our best efforts to leave a meaningfùl legacy to 
Our children and the world. 

Thank you for your attention to my message. 

William Commanda 
Algonquin Elder 
Circle of Al1 Nations 
circleofallnations@sympatico.ca 
www.circleofal1nations.ca 
www.asinabka.com 
819-449-2668 
6 13-599-8385 
23 1 Pitobig Mikan 
Maniwaki, Quebec 
J9E 3B 1 
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*osuf D # ~ ~ ~ N ~  
PROPOSAL FOR A SPECIAL 

ACUlNES OFKrr**i NATIONAL HlSTORlC CENTRE Dr William Commanda 

AT ASINABKAKHAUDIÈRE FALLS, OTTAWA, CANADA 
Aproposal fordevelopinentofa spefial National 
Histaric Centre al the sacred Chaudière Falls, 
Ottawa, Canada 

IÇSUE: 
The vision calis foi a fully inclusive City Park, 
Historic lnterpretatire Site. Conference Centre and 
Aboriginal Centre at the Sacred Site of 
AsinribkalChaudière Falls. Chaudière and Victoria 
Islands, within the Nation's Capital 

BACKGROUND: 
Since the arrival of Samuel de Champlaln in this 
area in 1613, the area around the Chaudière Falls 
has been acknowiedged as a sacred meeting place 
of great importance to indigenous peoples, having 
been used as such for e s i l y  five thousand yean. 
Indeed. i t  i s  one of the earliest sites of human 
occupation in this country. Later, it served as a 
significant meeting place with the earliest settien, 
the French and the Engiish. Taday the worldfinds a 
homeon ils shores. 
This special area holds singuiar sacred, 
archaeological and historic value. and has been the 
site of cultural convergence. political ewlution, 
and internationally influential industr ia l  
development and innovation over the past 
centuries. 
The Orrawa River Heritugc Designdion Hixtov 
celebrates this remarkable heritage of the 
watershed. and the heart of the story lies here in 
OUawaiHull, ai the meeting place of three iiven. 
with the mighty Ottawa, the heritage river of the 
Algonquins. connecting with the Gatineau fiom the 
Province of Quebec and the Rideau from the 
Province ofOntlrio. 
Elder William Commanda. a trilinguai 93 year old 
Algonquin from Quebec. recenUy honoured by the 
University of Ottawa with the presentation of an 
Honorary Dactorate Degree, and in June 2006. 
presented with the Key to the City of Ottawa, a 
remarkable, internationally recognized man with a 
passionate interest in the environment. this country 
and ail its citizens, and fooundei of the Cirde ofAl1 
Nutionr, holds a bioad vision for the entire area 
focused on two themes that predominate in his 
work: Respect for the Mother Eanh and Racial 
Harmony and Perrce-building. Today, the 
enviionmental crisis and war are oui greatesi 
national preoccupations and challenges. 

THE ACTIVITY: 
Dr. Commanda's bold four-fold vision calisfor 

1) Freeing the Chaudière Falls. 
2) Creating a City Park & Histaiic Interpreiive Centre 
3) Building a Pace Building Meeting Site. and 
4) Building an Aboriginal Centre 

The timing is propitious for the I 
leeacv cornmernorative of the Ut- 

of the country, expressive of both of ifs history, 
and ifs future, offering a modem day reelaimed 
green sanctuary and pow wow grounds to offset 
conerete urban  sprawl; il also calls for  
develaping a historie interpretative centre 10 
commemorale the history of settlement pre and 
post contact: ceremony, sneient tlade mutes, 
exchange of goods, logglng, hydm electric power, 
industrial development, inventions etc. 

2. Consistent with the ancient history as 
meeting place, and  eumnt  need for ereative 
meeting spaees designed 10 serve as eollaborative 
thinktanks fa r  reflectivecontemplation on global 
and  local issues during this UN k a d e  for 
Culture of Peaee, for intemational emss-cultural 
exchange and training, the remaining portion of 
the vision calls for B Tipi çillnge pod-sryb 
conference horel on rhe wcsrem portion of vicroriri 
Island, p l l y  accrsrible wilhin the cor< ares ofrhe 
c u p l t d c i ~ .  
3. Finally, for almost four decades, the Eastern 
portion of Victoria Island has hem designated the 
site for an Aboriginal Centre; over the past eight 
yean, Elder Commanda has worked to develop a 
vision for the Centre; Aboriginal Arehitecl 
Douglas Cardinal, with support from Canadian 
Heritage, developed the conceptual architedural 
plans to the Level B; Elder Commanda 
negotiated B draft Memorandum 10 Cabinet with 
a eon~ul tant  for  t h e  Nat iona l  C a p i t a l  
Commission, and at the Circle of Ail Nations 
International Gathering of August 1006, the 
NCC expressed fullsupportforthisprpo~l. 
4. The entire site will be a great attraction for 
Aboriginal peoples, citizens of the cities of Ottawa 
and Gatineau, the couniry at large, chiidren, new 
Canadians and international tourists. 
5. Though damageà over the years, the sacred 
Chaudière site of the Aigonquin Peoples remains a 
beautiful naNral and national trcasure waiting to he 
recognized and honoured. 
6.  Elder Commanda's vision alsa offers a unique 
opporiunity IO Correct Mütake.~ ofHinor~and Look 
Triwaxfsrlie Future. 
1. It is recogniaed lhat this work spans many 
federal departments, jurisdictions and responsi bilitj 
centres. Il needs a collective and collaborative 
national will and leadership t o m a t e  themamenhm 
foritssuccessful realization. 

TIME FRAME: 
mtowing a lasting national and indeed international 
I DecadeforaCulfurenfPeace.inantici~ationof twa 

keydates: 2010,whenthe worldcomest~CanadafoitheOlympics,and4J~ne,2013. the 
four hundredth year annivenary of the arrival of Champlain in this area(lune being also 
the rime Hentage Rivers Day iscclebrated). Aspring2W7 announcerneni will ensure the 
timelyacfualiration of thevision. 
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par Dr. William Command. 
PROPOSITION D'UN CENTRE 

HISTORIQUE NATIONAL 
AUX ASINABKAICHUTES DE LA CHAUDIÈRE, OTTAWA (CANADA) 

Le projet d'aménagement d'un Centre historique 
national au site sacré des chutes de  la Chaudièm à 
Ottawa 

VISION: 
Cette vision se compose de l'ménagement d'un site 
complet qui comprendrait un parc municipal, un site 
dhterprétation historique, un centrede conférences ainsi 
qu'un cenire autochtone sur les lieux sacrés d'Asinuhko 
(les chutes de la Chaudière et les îles Chaudière et 
Victoria), en pleinCeUTdeiacapitale nationale. 

HISTORIQUE: 
Depuis l'arrivée de Samuel de Champlain dans celte 
région en 1613, les lieux qui entourent les chutes de la 
Chaudièreontétéreconnuscomme~tantdeslieunsacrés 
de rencontre pour les peuples autochtones, lieux qui sont 
d'une grande importance pour eux puisque cet usage date 
d'au moins cinq mille ans. En effet, il s'agit de l'un des 
plus anciens sites occupés par des humains au pays. Plus 
tard, cet endroit a également servi de lieu de rencontre 
avec les premiers pionniers, les Français et les Anglais. 
Aujourd'hui. lemondeentieipourraily trouver un lieude 
rencontre. unchezsoi. 

Cet endroit spécial est imbu d'une valeur singulière, 
puisqu'il s'agit d'une valeur qui est à la fois sacrée. 
archhalogique et historique: c'est un l ieu de 
convergences, où l'évolution politique et l'innovation et 
ledéveloppement industnels se sontfait sentira l'échelle 
internationaleau coursdesderniers siècles. 

L'histoiredeladésignation patrimoniale dela rivière des 
Outaouais célèbre le patrimoine remarquable de ce 
bassin important et le caur de cette histoire se retrouve 
ici. à OttawaiHull. où trois rivières se rencontrent : la 
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place, càte à càte, dans ce retoor contemporain d'un 
sanctuaire de  verdure et d'un terrain de p w  wow, 
adoucissant aussi les étendues de béton du centre-ville. 
Un centre d ' i n t e r p r é t a t i o n  h i s t o r i q u e  y 
commémorerait l'histoire dc la région avant et après le 
contact avec les Européens : les cérémonies. les 
anciennes router d'échange, la coupe du bois, le 
développement hydroélectrique et  industriel, les 
inventions,etc., touteschosesquifont larichessedecette 
région. 

2. Afin de respecterl'ancienneté de cetendroit comme 
lieu de  rencontre et pour répondre aux besoins 
contemporains en lieux propices pour réfibchir et 
collaborer à la recherche de solutions aux questions 
locales et mondiales de I'heure en cene Décennie 
internationale pour une cuitwe de la paix de l'ONU, la 
vision proposeuncentredeconféiencesprenant laforme 
d'un hôtel modulaire basé sur le modèle d'un village de 
tipis dans la partie ouest de l'île Victoria, favorisant des 
séances de formation et des échanges inter-culturels 
internationaux, toutàfaitaccessib1es.e" pleincaeurde la 
capitale. 

3. Enfin,depuis presquequatredécennies. lapartieest 
de  l'île Victoria est désignée comme site pou~  un centre 
autochtone; au cours des huit  dernières années, l'aîné 
Commanda a travaillé à mettre au point une vision pour 
cecentre: I'architecteautochtoneDouglasCardina1,avec 
?appui de Patrimoine canadien, a élaboré des plans 
architecturaux de niveau B; I'aîné Commanda a négocié 
la présentation d'un projet de loi au Cabinet avec un 
conseiller de la Commission de la capitale nationale 
(CCN). et au mois d'aoüt 2006. lors de l a  rencontre 
internationale du Cercle de toutes les nations, la CCN a 
exprimésonpleinappui pourceprojet. 

4. Lesifeentierserad'ungrandat~aitpourlespeuples 
autochtones. pour les citoyens de Gatineau et d'Ottawa, 
pour tous les citoyens canadiens, les enfants. les 
nouvea~x citoyens et les visitem de partout dans le 

majestoeuse Kichir\ipi (rivière des OutaouaisiOttawa 
"ver), rivière patrimoniale des Algonquins, dans laquelle 
se jettent la rivière Gatineau du côté quéMcoisetlanvière Rideaudu côté onfarien. 

L'aîné William Commanda, un Algonquin trilingue de 93 ans vivant au Québec, à qui 
l'Université d'Ottawa a récemment rendu hommage en lui présentant un Doctorat 
honoraire, et àqui la ville d'Ottawa a remis, à i'été 2006, la Clef de la ville d'Ottawa, est un 
homme remarquable, cOnnu à i,échctle internationale et qui posç&de une 
l'environnement, DOUICC Days-ci et~ourfous ses citovens. Avantfondé le Cerclede toutes 

1 
monde. 

5. Bien qu'endommagéaucaursdesans. le sitedelachaudière, sitesacrédes peuples 
Algonquins, demeure un trésor national naturel d'une grande beauté, qui n'attend que 
d'êtrereconnuetmisenvaleur, 

6.  La vision de I'aîné Commanda offre aussi l'unique possibilité de corriper de., 
errri<rrdrI'histoiree'drPr~~\unlerunr viriond'uvenir~ 

les nations <Ur& o/AliNilionr).'il cultive une &ion d'&semble pour la région dont 
I'empliase repose sur deux principes qui guident toujours son travail :le respect de notre 
Mère la Terre et la culmre de la paix. de I 'hmonie inter-iaciale.Aujourd'hui, la crise 
environnementale et laguerresontnas préoccupationset nos défis les plus importants. 

ACTIVITÉS: 
iavision courageusedu Dr. Commandacomporte quatreéléments principaux : 
I j 
21 
3) 
4) Laconstructiond'uncentreaut~ichtone 

Lalibération des chuter de lachaudière 
Lacréation d'un parc municipal et d'un centred'intei-prétation historique 
Laconstruction d'un centre deconiérences voué àla Paix 

DÉTAILS: 

7. Nous reconnaissons qu'un projet d'une telle envergure relève de I'autorité de 
nombreux ministères fgdéraux ainsi que de diven paliers et organismes : c'est pourquoi 
une volonté ~ o l l e ~ t i v e  et un esprit de collaboration et de leadership nationaux sont requis 
pourmettreenewreun tel projetetenassurerlesuccès. 

RÉALISATION: 
L'heure est propice à la création d'un héritage national et même international qui aura 
langue vie,àlafoispoursoulignerlaDécennieintemationalepouiuneculturedelapaii 
de l'ONU et pour marquer deux dates importantes : l'an 2010. lorsque le monde entier 
viendra au Canada pour les Olympiques et le 4juin 2013. le 4W anniversaire de l'arrivée 
de Champlain dans cette région (le mois dejuin étant aussi le mois de célébration de la 
journk des rivières patrimoniales. Herilqe River., Da?). Une annonce diffusée au 
printemps 2W7 veilleraàlaréalisation pmpicede la vision. 

d'avoiruneinfluenceintemationalecammesymbolederéconciliationaveclanature.àla 
fois avec l'eau et avec la Terre. En plantant des arbres et en créant un parc écologique 
éducatif sur l'île Chaudière, en plein cœur du pays, l'histoire et le futur trouveraient leur 

- un appui répandu de cette proposition globale el la création d'un comité de travail 
multidisciplinaire qui sera chargé d'élaborer un plan de réalisation pour ce Site sacré. 
Envoyrtvotre message d'appui ~ y r m ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ~ ~ ~ ~ . c t ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ f ~ ! ~ " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~ i a , * m i > i i i i < . < i . < - .  


