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Subieci: public Consultations on the EffeaS of the Imnlementation of the Niobium Mine in Oka 

1 leamed abont the public wnsultations k ing  held in the Municipaiity of Oka from a public announcement 
published in the local newspapr, m. The BAPEs announcement clearly states ihat a “fileidossier” is 
available for consultation at any of the four iisted locationS. I d e d  both the Municipality of Oka 479-8333, and 
the Mohawk ConnciI office 479-8373, to inquire abont the ‘‘nle” and both locations were not aware of any such 
“file.” This is misieading the general public. 1 have been attending these public consultations both aftemoon and 
evenings since they began on Jannary 17* and the oniy fiterature that was made available was the annual report of 
Niocan. I would still like a copy of the so-cailed ‘‘iïle” îhat was supposed to be made mailable for consultation. 

As 1 stated pnblicly dwing these consukations of the past few days, the Mohawks of Kanehsatake have not been 
consuIted nor have we been kepî ahreast o f m n t  developments. In fia, participating in the consultations has 
made me realize just how litüp information is at our disposai. As snch, 1 dong with severai of my fellow band 
members, wodd request ihat an indepth consultation take place here on the tenitory of Kanehsatake. 

1 was gravely disappinted io see ihat nof one representaiive fmm the Department of Indian and Northern m i r s  
Canada (iNAC) was present especialiy when the mining site is part of OUI land daim, and given the poteniiai 
adverse h d t h  eE&s upon the native population. iNAC has a fiduciary obligation to proteci OUI rights and 
interests yet their visible absence speaks volumes. 

1 look forward to hearing from you, 

Cc The Hononrable Andy Sooiî, Minisîer of Indian and Northem Mairs Canada 
Andre Cote, Regional Director, iNAC 
Ghyslain picard, AFNQL 

Encl. 


