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CwrEentlx, pedestriams, b&cycli.sts and mass: tramsilt users: a r e  a t  a 
grea t  dï.sadvzj&age:. 
froim 

TheTe is .a@: safe d i r e e t  sidewalk .@r bikeway 
the Dorval t r e  statiaas, the Dorval Ci rc le  and. tEre a i r p a r t ;  

' &eed, îihe Qw Lines r-ng t@ and fr@ e aiirport  terminal  
do net. m.ke Eor  csnvenjent tkans5.t.. Irs. geaeral ,  h s e s  on ly  
appeal %Q stndmi~s, the: e l d e r u  aad 0se Who' dioaBt @wm cars. Ipluscither 
%Eae STWs., (M@&real Transport ' C  number 204 bus Eiae m r  
the dmvntcawn air bus s h m t a e  eap e. motoring publ ic l ' s  imagînationi. 



Benry AuMn,, The Gazette,, Nontreal, Se,pt. 29, 2005.). 
Eawever, ve need a t r a e  Ottekmdal ,  (h i tegra ted)  ,. t e d m 1  ' a t  Mmtreail- 
Trwdeam M r p a r t  wPsieh cempïii~~emts t h e  Bigamd c e m u t e r  t ra in  l i s e  
a d  doesnirt aeaken. It. TBere a r e  s m e  & . a m  emissie.ns LE tEe 
c m r e n t  proposal: 

k) m,e D&m& cF)mwt.er ra5l a=& Ixls t~eriiùnaï! are n@t 'being i2xtegrated 
~ 5 t h  the airpeurt facilltx. 
erreate a trrae inLemodal  terEUm1. 

2) %he Rigaud c o m t e r  l i n e  w i l l  n e t  s t s p  a t  t h e  airport , .  
M i l l  imcoli;vemïence Wesbrn Ment a l  as8 s e l 1  as, West I s landers  who 
niay waat:, te t ake  t h i s  s e r v i c e  ü@'*airport .  
w i l l  can .ee t  the CP X i a @ ,  ta the. pmjea: ted serv ice ,  it, i r a  net. 
expejeked t , o  be qed: reguïarly in.. rtke Mar terra. 
anore direck. The sout,hexrr. CB l i n e  is longer  and i t  crosses  t h e  
Lachine Canal k i c e .  

m e  AKT a d  ADN mw.t r e c a m i d e r  and 

%ILS 

X%e 
KL.thowgh a new s v i t c h  

Thte OPR route i s  

3 )  
automebile, If t h e  a i r p o r t  
s h u t t l e  mere ta! utSe CPRfs, Westaount Suhdivisioa, it would b e  a b l e  t o  
s b p  at. Vendonze s t a t l o n  -- cm intermediate  ea t ,FheRt  statlm. %ke 
mest suecess i a l  traia-,te-pIane se rv ices  have sirrbtnrban stops! People 
i n  t h e  gceat.er West End,, (!LWG, CDN* Cete St. L,mc,, etc...), amd 
westera  dovmtown and Westjmunt w i 1 1  a o t  head e a s t  te @, sest! .  Iadeed, 
w l i &  uke advent of the  aew Mc.Sl1 Eespïtal and ieiaa wt-e,f-town visit.srs, 
going Be tke  aew Sibineri 's K i a q i t a l ,  transit. service between! Vendonte 
E e t r e / t r a h  statiem anid tke  a i r p o r t  ternina1 becoaea eren m r e  vitai. 
Orne! fuUy mders.kands, that V U  R&ts  t r a i n s  WU s b p  a t  (Eemtral Station! 
a6 i'& 2 s  i;isz terdnal. 
car),? s ,ervice &.dd e-meiat the m n d  ïine 

To I-oe successf&i, t h e  rail serv ice  plu& be coapet i t i ae  witfr t h e  
The & s r t e s t  m a t e  is t h e  rmst log ica l .  

Bbt, khe laéaL RDD, (selfpropel1,ed r a l l  d i e s e l  -- neit mdera ine  i t?  

b) The l o c a l  Grain skutfllle &euld. i n t eg ra t ed  i n  t h e  AMT/S.W systeen,, 
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WEST ISLAND NEWS 

124 Aug, 2005 1 City considers dormant rail line 

BY ANDY BLATCHFORD -The Chronicle 
Concerned with the traffic woes of West Islanders and increasing air pollution, a 
Montreal environmental group is lobbying to resurrect the seemingly 
abandoned rail line that runs parallel to Highway 40, and the mega-City is 
listening. 
The Doney Spur railway passes through both St. John's and Sources 
boulevards at level crossings just north of Hymus Boulevard. It was brought up 
by the Green Coalition's Avrom Shtern during presentations at Montreal's first 
public hearing on transportation last Thursday night. 
With increasing pressure on City officials to provide soiutions to traffic 
congestion on major arteries and highways in the West Island, the Doney Spur 
tracks, originally constructed for freight transport in industrial areas, could 
become the path for a frequent, light-rail commuter train. 
Shtern spoke about the dormant rail line to transportation, commission members 
at 'the meeting and referred to the Canadian National train tracks as "the 
backbone of light-rail transit in the West Island." The Green Coalition first 
proposed the line's commuter possibilities in 1989 and Shtern said it could link 
up to the FaiNieW Pointe Claire bus terminal via a pedestrian overpass or 
tunnel crossing Highway 40 for a cost-efficient alternative with less impact on 
the environment. "You're not going to get it for zero dollars, but it certainly 
makes more sense than the three-station métro extension to Laval," he said. 
"The beçt way to go is with off-the-shelf technology that's proven, so it doesn't 
break down. It leaves a very small footprint in comparison to a road." 
Meanwhile, Claude Dauphin, Montreal's executive committee member 
responsible for public transport, said the Doney Spur is being considered by the 
mega-City as an alternative for West Island commuters. 
"There's a group that is working on the transportation plan for the West Island 
and the Doney Spur," he told The Chronicle following the hearing at Montreal 
City Hall. "With the information that I have, it will be included in the 
transportation plan of the West Island and they will recommend to use the 
Doney Spur and I fully agree with that. I think it would be a good idea if one day 
we operate the Doney Spur. So we should look at that." 
The western end of the line begins at Stillview Avenue in Pointe Claire and runs 
aiong the Trans-Canada - it passes over the highway near the Henri-Bourassa 
Boulevard exit - past Highway 13 where it eventually connects with the Deux- 
MontagneslMontreai commuter line, which leads to the Bois-Franc station in the 
St. Laurent borough. 

Source: The Chronicle 

http://www.westisland.ca/pub/"ews/print.jsp?id=59 1 O 29/08/2005 



The Suburban - Quebec's largest English newspaper Page 1 of 2 

[P r in t  this ar t ic le ]  [Close this windowl 

W.I. on transit: Don't forget us 

By Ian Howarth,  The  Suburban 

The West Isiand Development Council (WIDC) wants t O  ensure that future 
expansion pians for Montreal's public transit network don't ignore the West 
Isiand. 

That was the crux of the brief presented a t  last week's public consuitations on 
the future of the Montreal region's transportation network a t  City haii, the first 
of three planned over the next two weekç. Leading the WIDC team was 
Georges Nydam, director and i?dustrial commissioner for the Centre iocal de 
deveioppernent de l'Ouest de I ' I k  

' I t ' s  unfair that  both Lavai and Longueuii are a part of an expensive rnetro link- 
up with Montreal when they don't even pay taxes,"said Nydarn. "The West 
Island transportation system stili refiects a 20-year-old pian when the suburbs 
was a place where peopie leït to work." 

He reminded the rnegacity's public transit committee the West Island is now an 
economic satellite to  Montreai, where almost 50,000 peopie corne to  work 
every day, many on a transit system buiit t o  handle a fraction of the current 
ridership. Arnong the West Isiand's cornplaints: - The current Montreal-Rigaud rail iine and bus service to both downtown and 
West Island are oïten slow and designed for rush hour scheduies; - Aimost three out o f  every four comrnuters 1s travelling by car; - Morning and aiternoon rush hours now regulariy see back-ups West of the 
Dorval Circie in the morning and a t  Sources Road in the aïternoon. 

The WIDC favours construction of an airport rail shuttle, part of the major 
overhaui o f  the Dorval Circie scheduled to begin in 2006. 

'We do insist that  the planning take into account its future integration in the 
public transportation systern," said Nydam. "That means i t  rnust tie in with the 
rnetro system downtown and an intermodai bus Station in Dorvai." 

Group w a n t s  b e t t e r  use of r a i l  lines to g e t  
Wes t  I s landers  downtown. 

Ste. Anne de Bellevue borough counciilor, Bill Tierney, Who, along with Beaconsfieid's Anne Myles and Kirkiand's l ohn  Meaney, 
attended Thursday's public consuitations, put i t  more bluntly: "It's in their (Montreal) interest t o  invest in US," he said. "We 
haven't gone into a bubbie; we're a cash cow." 

For Tierney and Myles, an irnproved transit systern would mean easier access to the Baie d'Urfé and Sie. Anne's business parks as 
well as improved service to  lohn Abbott Coilege and the Macdonald campus of McGill University and the nearby Ste. Anne 
Veteran's Hospital. Together, they account for roughly 25,000 daily COmmUterS 

lacques Câte, a volunteer technical consultant for the WIDC and former president of CP Rail's eastern division, said expanding the 
current Dorval interrnodai station shouid be a part of any future pians for irnproving West Island cornmuter transport. 

'We need t o  link bus passengers with the proposed airport shuttie. The idea wouid be to  have trains running more frequently and 
then graduaily extend that t o  Ste. Anne de Bellevue. 

"We're not saying buiid a rnetro extension to the West Island." Côté added. "We couid have shorter trains for the iess busy hours 
and longer ones for rush hours." 

Green Coalition transportation spokesperson Avrorn Shtern said his group is on the same page as West Island borough rnayors 
and businesspeople. 

'We know Montreai needs an integrated mass transit systern, but we're not sure how committed the current administration is," 
Çhtern said. "It depends on Who you taik to." 

Shtern's approach to improving the current transit systern wouid be taken in steps, beginning with the use of old rail lines iike the 
Doney spur which runs frorn Stiiiview in Pointe Claire, south of the Trans-Canada highway, then hooks up with the Two Mountains 
rail line near Highway 13. "We need to  attract people by using conventional and avaiiabie technology," he said. 

2005-08-24 10:41:54 

httu://www.thesuburban.coddialog printarticle.jsp?sid=53436486316235048862030239 ... 29/08/2005 
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n nsit alley is a great i 
did a double take at the elec- 
-toral platform of- Géraid I lhmblay's par@ It coniajns 

a promise to build a project 
that's long struelt me as very 
sensible - but which I'd giwn up 
writing about because it seemeü 
ükesucha hopelesscause. 

The promise concerns an ob- 
scu'e railüne on the Wesikland 

~ the so-called Doney Spu. 
Tmnblay's M o n t r e a i I C i t i -  
z e n s ' u n i o n w o a i d e i t i n ~  
theiirstne%pieceoî~orpub- 
lic-transit inïrashuchm on ihe 
West Isluidbdecades. 

The IO-kilomeire 8 ~ u i  ü n e ~  

HENRY AUBlN ~. 
ON TRANSIT 

;lltsounds iike 
a perfect project 

for allthe,obvious 
Kyoto reasons." 

Doney Spur high on Trembiayk 

~ ~~ ~ ~ . ~~~~ ~ 

Ïs-b&&hs - and one of the 
smaiier ones at thak Ifs no sure 
thing irühavethe cimttomake 
iheschemeacityhallprioriiy 

And then ihere's the most sub 
stantive question of ait mit 
form of public transit wauid be 
besi,alightt&norabus? 

Yet it would be premahire to 
dam the door an rail. The 
McGiU study concludes buses 
mi& not reiah theù advantage 
in the ~laiig run. It notp-a 
"tremendous momt of :&a 
tliat is Sitting empty" Bt the 
spm's western end and thaf is 
ripefor liousing. Adense haus. 
ing developmentwithin w- 
distanceof atrainmightheat. 
ü;ietivetomany mmmuters.: 

What Worth proposes gqes 
against herparWsplatform. She 
wanista takeadva<tageo€.&e 
fact.theconceptissoUininfarioy 
bv holdine oublie hearinas. 

starta at the bordèr of i t i rkhd  Emviranmentdlx the answer ' m e  enough. Yet bains would other trains. Anoiher 2,503 or so Theçe m u i d  beigh all OD& 

...... ~ ~ ...-. ~ ~ . . ~  "_ 
the Green Coalition & i h n d  usefulIighton&ismati&t esti- Thereis some benefit talight- persGd homes an large IOJS;~ 

afr&htiineseivinglocalindus. On?concernseityh.dl'sreadi- groupforyearsandnowifsaiso matesthe capitaicostof atwo- eningtheloadontheDeun-Mon- newtrainiinewouldnever"p& 
tryhasbecomeobsolete. . ne83 to act. When 1 asked the pi*ed up snpportïxoma keylo- train system at $125 million, tagnes axis in particulai: That sense. Buthomm closertogeth$ 

If Qansformedinto a public chief of Montreaïs urbanp1.m- c a l  pol-MICU's main West 1s. with annual operating casts me, n o w j m e ü ,  wouid beabie muldchangethat. . . . L;, 
transit corridarfeeding intothc ,ninp division, Pierre Sainte- land sMwart,Pierrefonùs.Rox. cominginat $6nùüion. totakeonmorenewpassengers. .The dividends coud be great. 
Deux-Montag~~esmmuteriine Marie, iboutiheplan, hesaidno ~ bommayorMoniqueWorth.She That's a lot considering the StiU,itwouldkehardtjuiity Here's something to consi& 
or in10 afuhme métm station at said yesterday she'd prefer .ridershio. The studv e s b a t e s  when Daralvzed on the R a n s -  hetable  existed. Norwas there the cost. The McGill stu'dv did 



Avrom David Shterni, 

(514) -482-48 82. 
Trxesday, Sept.  27, 2005. 

L e t t e r s ,  
The Gazette,, 

i Q X 0  Ste. 'Catherine St .  VI., 
Momtreal, QC, 

srsita 200,: * 

BB. 5~1. 

Dear E d i t o r ,  

Indeed, r a i ï  conmutin$ s h o u l d  be i n  haraony wi th  t h e  environment! 
Fenrg Aubinps .@pinion g i e o e  a.bout tramit o r i e n t e d  development 

d o n g  passenger  r a i l  l i n e s  m d . e r s c o r e s  th.e need f o r  prudent  p l a m i n g .  
(Re: "A R a t i o m l  gay o f  ExteBding: Cornuter Train LiEestEs Benry Aubin, 
The Oaz&të, Sept.  27, 2005,. p.A27.). 
r u s h  beur i v i l l  n o t  encourage n o t o r i s t s  t o  abandon t h e i r  cars for 
p u b l i c  transit .  
n i n e  t o  f ive s, traight jacket a n p o r e !  Workimg homs Vary, l i f e s t y l e s  
V a r y .  Reverse coimathg from the. c e n t r a l  c c r e  t o  ou t ly ing  co imuni t ies  
i s  becoming mare ccmon.  

Sust  r u v i n g  trains dur ing  

ErLLike the: 1.950's, paany people  do n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  

The .Montreal a r e a  needs full s e r v i c e  c o m u t e r  r a i l  l i n e s  with f requencics  
o r  headviays o f  at  1eas . t  enery  20 minutes a l1  d.ay.long. 
o b v i a t e  t h e  need t o  consult  a: schedule!  P r e s e n t l y ,  o d y  t h e  
Two Mountains l i m  conles c l o s e  t o  be ing  a full s e r v i c e  t r a i n .  Its 
p o p u l a r i t y  has caused c a p a c i t y  problems. 
o f  p a r k i n g  s t r o n g l y  sugges t  t h e  need for even more . t r a i n s  and parking 
f a c i l i t i e s  a long  t h e  l i n e .  

This wouid 

1 
Overcrowding and t h e  lack 

. .. 

The RigpGd l i n e ' i s  also iri. aeed  o f  an  upgrade: 
full c e n t r a l i z e d  t ra f f ic  c o n t r o l  f i i gna l l i ng ,  n o r e  power swi tches ,  
and cont inuous  meldod, ra i l  throughout.  A t h i r d  t r a c k  between Vendorne 
2nd Montreal West S ta t ions  mould r e l i e v e  conges t ion  and i n c r e a s e  flow: 

Immeased frequency reqaires 
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1ncoaveni.ences such as t h e  s t e e p  f l i g h t  o f  stairs a t  Sainte-&me-de- 
Bel levue S t a t i o n  should be c o r r e c t e d .  

Conauter r a i l  i s  c?n i d e a i  f o r a  o f  t r a n s p o r t  s i n c e  i t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
cheap t o  ope ra t e , ,  and. i s  enerdy e.ESïcrier&. .XI&@. r e l i a b i 1 i t . y  f a e t o r  
i,s a.p impor t an t  dpaixi ' .For  r id .ership.  Th,erefore, t h e  proposed l i n e s  
t o  Saint-Jerome, Plasc.oucke and. Repentigny should j u s t  b.e t h e  s t a r t i n g  
p o i n t .  Extens ions  t o  Chateauguay, V a l l e y f i e l d  and Varemes  should be a 
p r i o r i t y .  

', 
\ 

EIore,over, l i g h t l y  used o r  dormant secoudary rail l i n e s  must be 
conserved f o r  f u t u r e  l i g h t  r a i l  use. 
and t h e  Lasal1.e Lo.op have, t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  be thk new s u r f a c e  metros,  
opera t ing :  rvith schedules  and ' f a r e s  compara'ble t o  e x i s t i n g  undergrouqd 
metro'  l i n e s  and. c.onveying passeng.ers t o  and f ro ,% Montreal 1 s domtovin 
core.  S e l f p r o p e l l e d  b i o d i e s e l  t r a i n s  could be used i n i t i a l l y  t o  
avo id  t h e  e x t r a  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  mith e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  

The Doney Saur  i n  t h e  West Is land 

Proposaln t o  p l a c e  a BRT, (Bqs, Eapid T r a n s i t ) ,  e o r r i d o r  on t h e  
Doney' Spur  i s  a r e c i p e  f o r  Ea i lu re .  
t h e  corunuting p u b l i c ' s  imagina t ion .  Reserved bus l a n e s  male sense'  
on  Highvrays 20 and 40. 
v o l m e  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a railway r i g h t  o.f way, and. . the  
expense o f  co&ru&&.ag a, reserv.ed: c o r r i d o r .  I ~ , . , g e h e r a l i  buSes only 
appea l  t o  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  and those  who donPt own cars .  &ses 
do n o t  "...induce people t o  l i v e  n e a r  thcru..'' (Henry Aubin, The Gazet te ,  
Sept.  27, 2005, p.A27.). But, coimuter and l i g h t  r a i l  l i n e s  do! They 
a r e  seen a s  permanent f i x t u r e s  that  iriprove t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i £ e .  

Inc remen ta l  inprovements t o  rail l i n e s  and t h e  use of proven o f f  t h e  
Shelf  technology a r e  key  t o  keeping  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  d o m  and i n c r e a s i n g  
r i d e r s h i p .  

B u s  s e r v i c e  ta11 n o t  cap tu re  

BLxt they w i l l  not  a t t r a c t  r i d e r s  i n  s igra i f ican t  

. ,- 
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ive huncked eastend resi- 
dents descended on Cen- F tral Station on Sunday to 

demand a new commuter-rail 
line luilring ihem to domtom.  
They have a strong case. As a 
&nce ai the map wiil shm, they 
iiveontheod~partaf Montreal 
Island withouimil transport 

At a time of maunting eon- 
cerns over gioüal warming, 
train travei malres more sense 
ihan ever. Building more big 
mads-snchastheCkest gov- 
ernment's cherished Highway 
25. alsointhe east end-doesnot 

Some eastmdmidentswould 
prefer betterméIro service. Yet 
extef&ng theméIroû'omHon- 
oré-HeaUgrand, the eaSterIImoSi 
station, to the end of Montreal 
Island would mean riigpmg a 12- 
&ilometre hmnei; the cosi w d d  
approach $2 billion. The rail 
line.'s capital costs, liowever, 
wouid be only about $92 million, 
accordw ta the province's Met- 
ropoütan Transpart Agennr The 
agency expects io propose the 
praject to the Charest govern- 
mentlaterthisfaü. 

so fm, so p d .  But here's the 
hitch. 

The train wouid notstop aiihe~ 

HENRY AUBIN 
ON TRAIN LINES 

"Portland's suburbs 
can get commuter 
trains only if they 
commit to densely 

developing the areas 
immediately around 

the stations.'' 

gaeswithit? 
There are thrce ways io an- 

werthwé questions 
The iirst wax embraced by 

provincial andlocalpditicians, 
has in recent y e m  produced 

~~~ 

this orthodoxY. urbi sprav.? ii 
nai aprobiem- and even if it  
were, trains wouldn't encou-  
age it. The trains simply serve 

. people Who aireadylive Off&- 
land. 

The second view is that ,the 
trains do indeed innuence peo- 
pleiomovetoplawfarïmrnihe 
ci@ but near the irain, spwring 
sprawl. Anecdptai evidence sup- 
ports this idea. Jusi yesterday a 
caiieague mentioned she was 
looking for a house neiv St. Eu- 

end of t h e  isiand. It would con- stache preciseiy so ihat she 
h u e  for 15 kilomeIres, ma@g couid eommute on the Deux- 
stop6 at Chwiemagne, Re- Montagnesliiie. 
pentipy/LeGard~wandGAs: The third view is the most' 
somphon. sh'ikiig. It deveiops the second. 
b Wouidihismeanthattheline Itis advanced byRichardBerg- 
would encourage people ta h e  . emn; Who isrunningfar Montre- 
.fa off the island? Wouid it thus al mayor for the underdog Pra- 
accelerateuban sprawlandthe jectMonfrealpart)t 
automobile-dependent. global- Bergeron, whose day job is 
wmming-friendly lifestyle F a t  ihat of urban @lannez says it's 

co-utertrainsbutonlyifthey alongthethreereeentlines;onÙr 
ûrst commit to densely develop Sie. Thérèse and Si. Bruno are 
ing the areas. immediately concentrating . .develaPment 

around the stations, Bergeron 
says. 

Ishouidpoint ouithat m a l  
candidate Gérald Tremblay 
fa&n tiie new east-end h e i n  
its enttrety Rival Pierre 
Baquesupport.~ araillineron:, 
necüng the Honoré.Beaugranjl. 
métro with Repentigny/Le 
Gardeur. Bergeron is the o d y  
one to take inio accaunt the ef; 
fectofthep&jeciof'theislaild.. ,. 

There's no good reason why.. 
the Charestgoverment, which, 
daims to favour susiainabie dR 
velopment, k m o i  insist on 0%. 
gon-sQle growth around sti. 
timls. 

Such a poiicy wouid be the' 
moretimelysinmthemilüne to 
L'Assomption is not the oniy: 
such project in the transport 
agency's eye. It.is &O working- 
on a pioposal io eonnect Mai.'. 
couche with the island. And the. 
Blainvillelincis to extend to Si:, 
JérÔmenext yeac . .. 

Let's make rail c&mui$g 
consistent with Kyoto. il 

Henry Aubin isTheGarette5 ., 
regional-offairs miuomnist. . :.:. 
thegarette.canwest.com y.,., 

haubin@ 
.~ ... . .  
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Rail ultra-lite! A powerful 
national and local road schemes increasing Lig ht rai I sc h em es are noto r ious for t h ei r by$l.3bn since first approved, an average of 

high capital costs, but CHRISTIAN WOLMAR ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ; ~ g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ;  
rising costs on the railways by scrapping 
or DostDonino lizht rail Droiects. but road believes there is another, cheaper way 

forward for tramway projects that should be 
sch~meSalwa;sseemtogét;hego-ahead. T.ioht mil nrnierrs 4re indeedvervexnen- -~-r ~~ 

__ ~~~~~~~~ 

sive in t h i s  country but the reasons have lit- 
tle to do with the schemes themselves. For 
example, the National Audit Office report 
Improvingpublic trnqortin England through 
ligbt rail, pubiished in Apnl2004, pointed 
out that promoters of light rail schemes 
have to pay the fuü cost of moving senices 

France or Germany do not; moreover, the 
Depamnent for Transport has insisted on 

such as gas and electricity while tbose in 

expensive procurement methods involving 
transferrino risk to the Drivate sector whicb 

taken more seriously. 
he clearest casualties of the cost 
escalation on the railways have been 
tram schemes. When John Prescott 
publishedhis ten-yearpansportplan 
five years ago, he promised tbere 

major cities by 2010. 
wonld be up to 25 new light rail lines in 

Tbere is no way that target will be 
reached even by 2020 at tbis rate. Indeed, 
we will be luckv to see five bv 2010. let alone 

tion wbich was needed to keep the project 
on track (MIL 518), even though this was 
pretty much in line with inflation. Other 
schemes in Leeds, Blackpool - where the 
existing system needs major refurbishment 

and Bristol are all stalled or proceeding at a 
- SouthHampshire, Croydon, Nottingham 

snail'space. 
It has been pointed out in Private Eye that 

the scbeme where Dromess is most Dromis- 

T 
25, so a new aiproach is needed and there 
rnaywelibeaverydiffexenttypeoflightrail 
that provides the answer. 

Just a quick tour d'horizon around the 
country shows that virtually al1 proposed 
iigbt rail schemes are in trouble and many 
face long years on the drawing board with 
little chance of coming off it. InManchester, 
the three proposed iines - the centrepiece 
of the City's regeneration programme - have 
been promised S520 million by the govem- 
ment, to cover the original expected bud- 
get, but ministers have refused to sanction 
the estimated S240m cost ovmun, leaving 
the situation in limbo. Indeed, they have 
onlyreluctantly agreedunder duress to pro- 
vide S58m towards the S102m reqnired to 
upgrade the original Bnq-Altrincham line 
that has been such a huge success. 

In nearby Liverpool, the local council is 
desDerate to see a iine from the citv centre 

ing is in Edinburih Ghere, coincidentally, 
Alistair Darling happens to have bis con- 
stituency, but that is just malicious political 
tittle-tade. 

The other exception is the Docklands 
Ligbt Railway, which is really a misnomer 
anyway as it does not nui on the streets and 
is really a proper grown-up railway. The 
DLR has sprouted extensions almost as fast 
as bindweed takcs over my garden and has 
been given a further boost by the success of 
the Olympics bid. 

Probably Merseyuamis the most inexpli- 
cable of these siuce not much extra money 
was being asked for and the scheme is an 
important part of a major regeneration 
project attracting nearly $1 billion of pri- 
vate money. It seems that the govemment 
is using the excuse of cost rises to withdraw 
supportithadpromisedinitiallyinthe hope 
of beino able to redeDiov the monev to the 

is often no;appropriate:and, as this c o l u k  
pointed out recently (RAIL 510), buses are 
allowed to compete rather than be made to 
integrate with tram services, which makes 
them less viable economicaUy. 

One less-publicised conclusion of the 
NA0 was iB recommendation that funding 
should be provided by the government for 
'innovative iight rail' to be developed and 
demonstrated. So itis suange that the DIT  
has never given serious attention to a con- 
cept that is gaining nedibiiity and seem a 
very obvious way forward: Ultra Light Rail. 
This is not a new fat-free drink but an idea 
whose tune may have come. 

Muchofthe high cost oflight rail schemes 
is in i n d h g  the infrastructure to provide 
a continuons supply of power for the whole 
length of the route. What, instead, if you 
had self-powered vehicles that would not 
reanire the whole hassle of so much street- . .  

:o k k b y  builtin t h e  Tor the cigJs;naugu- 
ration as Eurooean Citv of Culrure in 2006 

c a s h - g h n g  railways. a i r k  and which could be powered by rd3- 
uvelr 'oreen' methods? As the lis[ h o w  shows. the reasons <or ,~ ~ ~1 

and the Mers&tram scheme was promised 
goverment support amounting to S170m. 
However, the cost to the public purse has 
risen to S325m, and now Alistair Darling, 
the Transport Secretary, has refused to 
sanction a S34m increase in his contribu- 

the delays and cancellations are inevitably 
cost increases, but contrast this with roads 
projects. The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England recently discovered that govern- 
ment figures show the cost of new road 
building has spiraled, with the bill for 96 

"... % seems o#mi7itsrOs the idCs a€ seH-pamw3d 
&am *@dd he mmsided rm the liiM d &e 

EmmgE! a * a m m  c@s%!s d p ~ d i w  mew 

Okeof the main promoters of the idea, 
James Skinner of Sustraco, has long been 
lobbying the department about the con- 
.cept and has come up against a lot of brick 
walls. The most bizarre is that he cannot 
get support from the Low Carbon VehiJe 
Parmership, a government-created agency 
to support development oflow-carbon vehi- 
des, because light rail is not categorised by 
government as 'road transport'. This means 
that LCVP is prohibited from any involve- 
ment with Ultra Light Rail, even though 
nobody can dispute the fact that trams mu 
on roads and compete direcdy with buses. 
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From policv to platform - a no-nonsense, informed, pithv and Persona1 view 

e for self-powered trams 
Tram rynems. wh’lepopulai with the pdblic, 
requ.re huge capital :ovesrnent and onen fail 
tomakeapront.TheryrteminSheifield hadan  
uncornfortable introduction but IS naw a very 
appealing alternative to the citizens of the Stee. 
City. A Sdpenrarn passer Ponds Forge w:th a 
rerviretoHalfwayonMay8. <ETn  3.1.C.PT; 

ducin: the hyarogen. fucl czl: powzr cojts 
100 rimzs more dian conventiona: die,el or 
elzccricit~ 

H: eciija:es a number o Ï w y j  O ~ I C ~ J C -  

in: chat. The kcv is CO havc an on-bonrd 
ener-] srorage system - a bxtcrv - similar, 
in principle, CO tliar used in the Toyoti Priuî 
and other cars and eren in some buscs. Thi, 
uses a conventionîl mgine :O top up 3 bat- 
renr which poaers the vzhicle. By rurnir.! 
t h 2  en5ice a t  die optimun rat- 0 continu- 
ousi!: it saves enormous amounts of fJe: a>d 
enisiions. There are. too. wayj oimdung 
the vehicle 1ig:iter throueh modcrn design 
techniques, wtich also savcs iue!. Trzms 
alco have 3 nuc:i longer life - up CO 30 y e x  
compîred iiith Lçh: CO 1; fur buses - which 
dso inakes ù e  more eapensivc inirid cojt 
wordiwhile. 

Clrimately. a fyvhee: syçrern uÏ  srored 
ecergy, as with :lie Bristol r r 3 n  mzy be 
corrmercirlly viable but. eren rcrhou: such 
new technolov. it sril: ,eems obvious rhit 
rhe ide3 oi seli-powerea u3ms  s’iou!d bc 
considcrcd in the lioht of the huw infr i -  

Skinner ran the Bristol Electric Railbus, 
which operated a demonstration service 
along the Bristol Harbourside, on existing 
standard-gauge rail, from 1998 to 2000. It 
carried 50,000 fare-paying passengers and 
the tram proved highly popular with the 
public. T h e  sui-ton vehicle, with capaciv 
for 35 passengers, was powered by ‘green’ 
electricity and ran on energy stored in a 
flywheel. It therefore had zero emissions, 
no pantograph or overhead wires and no 
dectric current to be earthed through the 
rail. As a result, in 2000, Bristol included 
an ULR project in its Local Transport 
Plan but no money bas been forthcoming 
from the department, even though the cost 
would be a handful of millions. 

Skinner also recently gave evidence to 
the public inquiry into the guided busway 
proposed by Luton for the disused Luton 
to D m t a b l e  rail route. A reporr backed by 
Amec, the engineering firm, estimated that 
the cost of converting the route to ULR 
would be around S25m, as compared with , ,  

.. . 
,.,,. , 

the Luton proposa1 for a guided busway 
costing£78m. 

Skinner points out that diesel for buses is 
subsidised to the tune of£lm per day, a cost 
that is bound to increase dramatically as oil 
prices top $60 per barrel. “Conventional 
light rail schemes are very expensive,” he 
says, “and 1 can see why the department is 
reluctant to fund them. But why have they 
not given proper consideration to the idea 
of ultra Iiiht &il?” 

Indeed. The whole idea of self-oowered 
trams seems an obvious one. The metal-on- 
metal of rail systems is far more fuel effi- 
cient than rubber-on-road, and trams have 
al1 kinds of advantages over buses in town 
centres. 

But Skinner’s ULR concept goes much 
further. He  would like to see fuel cell- 
driven trams. A fuel ce11 operares like a 
battery, with oxygen passing over one elec- 
trode and hydrogen over the other, gener- 
ating electricity, water and heat. The only 
problem is that because of the cost of pro- 

” ” 
structure costs of providing new lines and 
the lack ofmoney available. 

Skinner estimates that the cost of lay- 
ing the infrastructure could be as little as 
S l m  per kilometre, compared with ten or 
15 rimes that for conventional light rail. Of 
couse the vehicles would be more expen- 
sive and it may be only possible to have sin- 
gle-coachvebides, but the extra driver costs 
would be less than the expense of seMcing 
the huge capital debt incurred by building 
the infrastructure. 

Now there may be a major hole in this 
suggestion. Or ir may be that the vested 
interests of manufacturers, and the timid- 
ity of politicians, both local and national, 
mean that oniy ‘heavy’ light rail - as it were 
- schemes are ever considered. But surely 
the concept of Ultra Light Rail deserves a 
bit more attention than it has received hith- 
erto, especially with subsidies for buses on 
an ever-rising cuve and tram schemes fall- 
ing off the drawing board like flies hit by 
killer spray. 


