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Local News : Wednesday, September 27,2000 

Study: New roads not the answer to traffic 
congestion 

BUildd&l&X€l&W+d ' emng existing highways can make congestion worse 
in the long nm, not beüer, acwlrding to a new study of 15-year trafFc 
paîims&~ 70 u&&areas of the United States. 

Im&& th;sspronged offensive against Initiative 745, the 
Waslmgûm Public Interest Research Group (WashPIRG) released its 
report yesterday at simuitaneow news conferenca in Seattle, Lpwood 
andTacoma 

"This report clearly shows that just building roads to get us out of traffic 
!alces us in the wrong direction," sud Aisling Kerins, a WashpIRG field 
associate. "We do need to increase how m y  people OUT roads are 
aanSporting but we m o t  do that by only expandmg hem." 

WashPRG k a nonprofit, nonpartisan pubiiointerest advocacy organizaton 
with more than 27,000 members. 

1-74> pushed by Mukiiteo busimessman Tim Eyman, wodd require that at 
least 90 percent ofstate and local aansportation money, including local 
transit taxes, be spent on road consmction and maintenance. 

Stace &Ys& have said the inihahve wuid shifl$9ûû nullion to $2.2 billion 
h m  other transportahon projects to roads, depending on whether 1-745's 
language is interpreted to inchde things m h  as the state feny system as 
"roads." 

E V  YesterdaY disputed the WashPIRG report's findings, "These are the 
same m l e  who said the sky wodd fàll m d a  (Initiative) 695, so 1 dont 
tbink they drstping with cralibiiity," he said, refxring to critics in grnerai. 
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1-695, also authored by Eymaq slashed car-tab taxes. 

For decades, Eyman said, Washington has avoided building new roads, 
hoping that would keep its population dom. But people came anyway, he 
said. 

Aiison Wise, author of the report, “BreakUig Gridlock Real Solutions for 
Transporîation F’roblems,” said her research was not mggaed by 1-745 or 
1-695. But the current public debate over transit h d i n g  has provided a 
poiiticaiiycharged backdmp for her h d m g s ,  she said 

According to the report: 

Metropolitan areas îhat i n v d  heavily in new road capacity fard 
no beüer at easing congestion than areas that did not. Up to 50 

Louisville has been aîûibuted to road expansions. 
percentoftranicinIn~lisandupto77percentoftrafficin 

Buïlduig new roads attracts new trafEc, causing more congestion For 
instance, when the state Department of Transportation added a new 
stretch of intersîate 90 between Bellevue and Seattle in 1989, daily 
traffic jumped to 104,000 from 65,000 vehicles in the first month. 
The staie observed no cmmponding decrease in trafEc on Highway 
522 or the Highway 520 bridge. 

New roads fill up much more quickly than projecîed. The Seatîie- 
Evereü m a  incnmed highway capacity by 44 percent between 
1982 and 1997, aperiod in which popdation increased oniy 36 
percent. Yet this ara recently was rated as the nation’s most 
qngested for iîs population siz,e. 

Road constniction causes urban and suburt>an sprawl. in the five 
years before 1-270 was widened in Maryland, 1,745 new homes 
were approved in the Rockvilie mmmunity. In the following five 
years, 13,642 were approved. 
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