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Bradford County Marcellus Shale

I 1db and thank y ou for letting me address this commission and teli you of the many
opportunities that the Marcellus shale has brought to Bradford Qounty.

I ha e 1 ix cd mx entire li fe in Bradford Count. xx here our natural resources hax e serx’ cd
as the backbone of the economy. Both of my Great Grandfathers mmcd coal and my
parents worked in industry and heaxy construction. I haxe been in business my entire
aduit life and hax e served at many levels of gox ernment both elected and appointed in my
hometoxxn of Wysox, I am currentlx in my 2° term as Bradford count commissioner
that consists of a board of 3 that serx es our entire county.

LtllçIng Points

• Bradlbrd County is the 2nd largest county in size geographically out of 67 in
Pennsy Ivania,

• Agriculture. manufacturing, healthcare, mining and noxx energy represent the
dix erse sectors of employ ment in our county of 65000 peoplc.

• hile the unemplo ment rate nationally and statexxide has remained stubhomly
high, 2500 jobs xxere created in Bradford County as a result ofMarcelius Shale
drilling, representing the highest rate ot job groxxth statexxide.

• ()ur Ilotels, Motels, and lnns arc filled to eapacit\

• Our Restaurants are hooming

• Once empt storetronts on main street’ are full and empt lots in our business
districts arc leased or seeing construction planned fur nexx hotels and commercial
buildings to bouse gas support husinees,
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• Wagcs are excellent in the Marcellus gas industry and ernploment is ahundant.
What isn’t measurahie is the o ertime and incrcased wagcs paid to current
‘ orkers.

• Ihe jobs created b thc gas industr cncornpasses our enhire staic. herc a person
ith or ithout a high school diploma can find a good pa ing famil sustaining

job.

• .\ high school graduate can go on to technical school and get an education that
can kecp them in Pa. close 10 home.

• Older pcople can tind pari lime ork to supplcment their relirement incomc.

• Wc have sccn companies like L.\.W. an Àrkansas hascd colnpan\ that has
locatcd in our count\ and emplo\ cd 130 people and is no is 100°) Pa.
ernplo> ces.

• Also v e have seen PA based companies expand and grov due 10 the opportunities
ofthe Shale play. An example ol’ihis is Glenn O. Habaker. a hea
construction, service and products compan\. hascd in central PA that bas opened

an office in Bradford Count and is opernng an asphait plant along \ith an
aggregale quarr and vill he constructing a railroad siting. Ail ofthis growth has
given our local people job opportunities.

• These arc just txo cxamples of thc rnany subcontractors ihat support the gas
industry that hase put major capital investment into our county.

• Nexer hefore have mir small businesses seen such prosperit\ and opportunit and
growth. li is rnost imprcssi e 10 sec local peopic being inno ati e and creati e by
starting up small businesses sueh as laundries and lunch agons.

• I.itcrallv this as pla bas sa’ cd man’ faniil husinesses and fainil’ farms. Peoplc
are able to pa their propert taxes ithoui. seliing part of thc familv h.irm or

putting their homestcad up for sale, It bas trul bcen amating.

• Housing is an issue nith all the ne empioyrnent in our count. People no can

get a decent rent for their propert\ although e bar e seen some greed and that is à

prohlem. But or crall il i good tbr our housing market.

• Charitable gix in ha- s.ar cd hudct ‘4rapped organization’. like Bi Brother Rig
Si’àer that helps keep om oung iteopie oui ot’ trouble I he ga’ industr’ bas
donated millions ot’dollars through charitable giring in our (‘ount.

• I axes collectcd front nerr construction expands thc proper1 tax hase.
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• Reenues collected [‘rom sales taxes. liquid fuel taxes. and income taxes are
increasin.

• I3iliions of dollars hase been put in the pockets o[’taxpayers thus seeing ils way to

budget tight local and state governments and school districts.

• Roads that w ere once Pie crust” surfhces or dirt are now heing rehuih w ith ne’

hase, ditches. herrns. crowns and drainage like we have neer seen beiore. I
helie e that h is safe 10 Sa\ that ibis ear alone w e are seeing O\ erk(million i

G

dollars heing put into Bradford (‘ounty roads alone. far exceeding the Pa. l)ept ot’

1 ransportation budget for our count, helping tonships that have struggled to
maintain the rnostl dirt roads in the state ofPa.

• \\e haxe 5 companies drilling in our counix and currenti we hae about 25 rigs.

Erust and a w orking relationship are most critical flr me as an electcd otiicial b

hoth educate our publie. get answ ers to questions and 10 address coneerns,
lalisman has sered as a ery good example at working ith our count
commissioners and bas a er good name in our county. fbey were the first

compam b corne to our courthouse introduce themsekes and 10 offer to answer

questions. taLe us on tours and start an e er-important proeess of educating the
public, in a honest w a

I ha e tra eled tw ice b Texas to learn ail I eould about ihe Barnett shale. both the

production and the econornic impacts that our friends in lexas have seen. I ould like to

imite ail ofyou to corne to Bradford County and VvC will gie you atour and show hat

is happening in our count. \\ ords can’i deseribe hat is going on there, as it didn’t until

we went to lexas.

Ihank ou again [‘or aiiow ing me 10 speak 10 ‘.ou toda\ and I look for\\ard 10 seeiflg OU

in Bradtbrd Count.

I would he happy to answer an questions that ou rnay haxe, M contact information is

Commissioner \lcLinko. 301 Main Street. Iowanda PA 18848 Phone: 570-268-8559.
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